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WHO IS AN AUTHOR?

The ICMJE recommends that authorship be based on the following 4 criteria:

•	 Substantial contributions to the conception or design of the work; or the acquisition, analysis, or interpre-
tation of data for the work; AND

•	 Drafting the work or reviewing it critically for important intellectual content; AND

•	 Final approval of the version to be published; AND

•	 Agreement to be accountable for all aspects of the work in ensuring that questions related to the accuracy 
or integrity of any part of the work are appropriately investigated and resolved.

	 In addition to being accountable for the parts of the work done, an author should be able to identify which 
co-authors are responsible for specific other parts of the work. In addition, authors should have confidence in 
the integrity of the contributions of their co-authors.
	 All those designated as authors should meet all four criteria for authorship, and all who meet the four 
criteria should be identified as authors. Those who do not meet all four criteria should be acknowledged—see 
Section II.A.3 below. These authorship criteria are intended to reserve the status of authorship for those who 
deserve credit and can take responsibility for the work. The criteria are not intended for use as a means to 
disqualify colleagues from authorship who otherwise meet authorship criteria by denying them the opportunity 
to meet criterion #s 2 or 3. Therefore, all individuals who meet the first criterion should have the opportunity 
to participate in the review, drafting, and final approval of the manuscript.
	 The individuals who conduct the work are responsible for identifying who meets these criteria and ideally 
should do so when planning the work, making modifications as appropriate as the work progresses.


