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National  Conference  on  Medical
Editing  held  at  Army  Medical
College,  Rawalpindi  from
23–25  April,  2007

NCME was organized by Army Medical College,
Rawalpindi in collaboration with Pakistan Medical
Journalists Associations (PMJA). It was sponsored by
Higher Education Commission (HEC) and National
University of Science and Technology (NUST).

In the inaugural session, Prof. Atta-ur-Rehman,
Chairman Higher Education Commission of Pakistan
stated that the landscape of Pakistani Universities is
changing and there has been over 40% growth of ISI
covered publications from Pakistan in recent years. He
was of the view that universities are judged by their
creativity and their impact on society.

The inaugural session was also attended by Rector
NUST and Surgeon General Pakistan Army. The
scientific programme was spread over five sessions.
Some of the important topics discussed were:

• Duties of an editor, difficulties encountered

• How to improve cooperation between the editors

• Peer review problems

• Plagiarism, risk, responsibilities

• Uniform requirements for submission of articles

• Journal impact factor

• E-publishing  etc.

A summary of the recommendations made by the
conference is given below:

1 To discourage duplicate publications an agree-
ment is necessary between the medical editors.
Manuscripts without letter of Undertaking from
authors should not be accepted

2 Necessary steps should be taken to weed out
plagiarism

3 Regional Indexing system should be developed

4 National code of publication ethics in line with
code from committee on publication ethics (COPE)
be developed

5 Arrangements for formal training of medical edi-
tors be made

6 The uniform requirements for manuscript sub-
mission be developed

7 The editors need to enlist the continued patron-
age and financial support from HEC, NUST and
MOH

8 Editors and their staff should become members of
PMJA, EMAME and WAME.

9 A National Committee under the auspices of
PMDC and HEC should be formed for evaluation
and recognition of biomedical journals. (The draft
of these recommendations was prepared by Dr
Maqbool H Jafary)

Prof Maj General M Aslam, Principal Army Medi-
cal College & Chairman of the Organization Commit-
tee and his team deserve congratulation and deep
appreciation for making excellent arrangement for this
great scientific event.

20th International Conference of
Pakistan Society of Oto
Rhinolarngology, Head and Neck
Surgery from 1st to 3rd November 2007

The above named, International conference will
be held at Pearl Continental Hotel Peshawar from
1st to 3rd Nov 2007.

For details: E-mail admi@psorl.com.

SINDH

DENTAL SYMPOSIUM

It was held in the premises of Directorate General
Health, Sindh at Hyderabad.

Prof Mohammad Issa Arain in his extensive lecture
lasting two-and-a half hours discussed various aspects
of Medico legal and forensic dentistry.

A G Pathan, Associate Professor at the Institute
talked on Operative Dentistry. Noor Ahmed Khoso,
Assistant Professor in the Institute outlined salient
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features of oral surgery. Nazir Samo gave useful tips on
Oral Health. Saeed Qureshi acting Director Dental
Sindh shared his experience in Pharmacology.

WORKSHOP IN CROWN AND BRIDGE

It was held at the Institute of Dentistry, Liaquat
University of Medical and Health Sciences, Jamshoro.
It was conducted by Farukh Ejaz of Altamash Institute
of Dentistry, Karachi. Many participants were ben-
efited from this hands-on workshop.

PROMOTED

Qadeer-ul-Hassan was appointed as Senior Lec-
turer at the Institute.

MOVED

Prof Rafiq Memon moved to his new dental clinic in
the nearly vicinity across the road.

MARRIED

Younger sister of Mehnaz  Baloch, Lecturer at the
Institute got married in Hyderabad.

BORN

Munawar Baloch was blessed with his son.

OBITUARY

Dr Nizamuddin Ziauddin Shaikh elder brother of
Riffat and uncle of Tania expired peacefully in
Hyderabad.

May the departed soul rest in peace. Ameen

(Report filed by Hatim Jatoi)

REPORT FROM USA June-July 2007

Commencement May 13, 2007, University
of Connecticut, The School of Dental
Medicine, The School of Medicine, The
Graduate School.

Commencement day at the University of Connecti-
cut is a time of ceremony and pageantry, portions of
which represent traditions dating back to medieval
times. The University of Connecticut was founded in
1881. The graduate program began in 1935, and in 1949
the University awarded its first doctoral degrees. Enor-
mous expansion has taken place over the years to-

gether with increased enrollment. Today, the Univer-
sity has an enrollment of over 28,000 students. They
represent 109 nations. This year the University awarded
over 6,650 degrees. (4,551 Bachelor’s degrees, 1268
Master’s degrees and remaining Doctoral degrees and
some diplomas).

Philip E. Austin, President University of Connecti-
cut, congratulated the members of the class of 2007 and
their families on the achievement. He said “these past
years have been a time of progress and challenge. Our
University, already a leader in our region, grew stron-
ger every year you have been with us. Many of you
contributed mightily to our success. You arrived at
UConn well prepared for higher learning, intellectu-
ally curious and perhaps a bit anxious about the life you
were entering. Now, on this day, you can take satisfac-
tion knowing you met high standards in and out of
classroom, took advantage of the opportunities the
University offered, and prepared yourselves well for
the challenges that lie before you.

Those challenges may be substantial. You enter a
world shaped by acts of terror, religious and ethnic
conflict, breathtaking economic change, technological
advances that may bode good or ill. It will be for each
of you, in your own way, to try to build a better society,
even as you strive to build meaningful and productive
lives for yourselves. It is said that of those whom much
is given, much is asked. You have been given support-
ive families, a nation built on democratic values, and,
now, a first-class education. You will be asked much in
return.

Dr Monty MacNeil, the Dean School of Dental Medi-
cine, congratulated graduating students, now doctors
and introduced Dr Charles N. Bartolami, the Dean
of the UCSF School of Dentistry, the guest speaker for
the commencement. The Dean Bartolami congratu-
lated all students, their families and faculty members.
Dr Bartolami highlighted the moral, ethical values
and responsibilities of new doctors with their high
professional gestures. Dr Bartolami has been nomi-
nated the Dean of New York University College of
Dentistry. He will assume his responsibilities from
September 2007. Dental student speakers from both
School of Medicine and Dentistry expressed their grati-
tude to their profession, teachers, families and col-
leagues. Medals and Awards were distributed among
outstanding faculty members.



147Pakistan Oral & Dental Journal Vol 27, No. 1

Graduation Ceremony Program, New York
University College of Dentistry, May 22,
2007.

Richard I. Vogel, Interim Dean, NYU College of
Dentistry, presided over the graduation ceremony.

Michael C. Alfano, former Dean of the NYU College
of Dentistry, presently Executive Vice President of
New York University, was Keynote speaker. He had
countless outstanding contributions to the science of
dentistry, healthcare education and delivery. New
York University, and, especially, its College of Den-
tistry. NYUCD proudly honored Michael C. Alfano with
its highest form of recognition, the David B. Kriser
Medal. Dr. Alfano recalled his contributions to the
NYUCD, and urged the responsibilities of new dental
professionals to help the society with their best abili-
ties. Mary Tyler Moore, Actor, Humanitarian, and
Public Health Advocate, Strusser Award Recipient
talked about her experience of dental pain, treatment
and quality of life. She was diagnosed as juvenile
diabetic, more than 30 years ago. She lobbied tirelessly
and raised a $ 20 million fund for stem cell develop-
ment. She has been instrumental in public’s awareness
that juvenile diabetes does not have to be a death
sentence. She congratulated graduates, families and
faculty for making society useful through education
and dedication.

With many other graduates, from around the
world, following graduating dentists of Pakistani
origin were awarded the degree of Doctor of Dental
Surgery;

Drs. Rahmanullah, Zeeshan Salam, Noel Lin.
Sophia Khan, Rabia Rafique and Taimour J. Raja, and
Nadia Majeed. Congratulations to them and their
families. Dr. Rahmanullah was awarded outstanding
student clinician award with top five positions in his
class. Our heartiest congratulations to him and his
family.

NEW DENTAL OFFICES

Dr Asdaq Khan Khakwani, started his new dental
Office in Queen’s, New York. Dr. Maqsood Ahmad
Chaudhry opened his new group dental practice in
Virginia. Dr. Ilyas Sheikh setup his new dental Office
in Danbary, Connecticut.

WEDDING

Dr Nadia Majeed graduate of NYUCD 2007 got
married in June 2007. Dr Nadia is daughter of Dr.
Abdul Majeed Bhatti DDS, New York. The wedding was
held at Royal Albert Hall, in New Jersey, USA. The
grand party was attended by friends of Dr Majeed
Bhatti from all over USA, Canada, Europe and Paki-
stan. We wish her great success in her family life and
professional career and congratulations to family.

Dr. Khalid Almas Associate Professor at the Depart-
ment of Periodontology and Implant Dentistry, New
York University, New York (2003-2007) has moved to
University of Connecticut. School of Dental Medicine,
Division of Periodontology since February 2007. Dr
Almas has assumed his new faculty position as Clinical
Associate Professor at UConn Health Center.
Farmington. Connecticut, USA.

Address:

Dr Khalid Almas

Division of Periodontology

University of Connecticut

School of Dental Medicine

263 Farmington Ave, Farmington, CT 06030-1710

USA

Email; Khalidalmas@yahoo.com

Email; Almas@uchc.edu

Tel:   8606793721

Website: www.uchc.edu



148 Pakistan Oral & Dental Journal Vol 27, No. 1

OBITUARIES

BEGUM MEHMOODA SALIM

The lady who performed the opening ceremony of Department of Dentistry of Khyber Medical
College (later became Khyber College of Dentistry, Peshawar) died at the age of 94.

Begum Mehmooda Salim performed the opening ceremony of the Department of Dentistry of
KMC in October 1964.

She was the daughter of Sir Sikander Hayat who was the Chief Minister of United Punjab. In
those days Chief Minister of a province used to be called "Wazir-e-Azam". She was married to
Mr Salim Tareen.

At the time of the opening ceremony she was the Minister of Health of West Pakistan (One Unit
period). But her real fame was due to her social work.

Begum Mehmooda Salim died in Abbottabad after protracted illness at the age of 94 and she was
laid to rest on 19 June 2007 in her ancestral graveyard in Haripur (NWFP).

May Allah rest  her soul in peace. Ameen.
(Ed)

DR MUHAMMAD ZARIF ORAKZAI

After graduating from de,Montmorency College of Dentistry, Lahore, he joined the Government
Service as Dental Surgeon at Lady Reading Hospital, Peshawar.

He left for higher studies in 1964 and first attended one year training course at Westminster
Hospital in London and later joined one year course in Dundee and got Diploma in Preventive
Dentistry in 1967. On his return he joined his original post and he was promoted to Grade–18
in 1975.

Dr Muhammad Zarif Orakzai was appointed as Administrator of Khyber Hospital, Peshawar
in 1975. He served with devotion and remained on this position for two years.

In 1978 he became Project Director of Ayub Medical College, Abbottabad and worked hard to
develop the college. He remained on this job till 1980.

In 1980 he was appointed as Deputy Director Dentistry against the newly created post in the
Health Directorate, and organized the Dental Health Services on sound footing and worked
very hard to raise the number of dental surgeons to 109. He served his native province very well.

Dr Muhammad Zarif Orakzai retired on 27.11.1987 after attaining the age of 60 years.

After retirement he was spending a quite life and was living at Hayatabad, Peshawar. He died
recently. He has left behind a widow, two sons and a daughter. May the Blessing of Allah be upon
him. Ameen.
                                                                                                                                                      (Ed)


