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EDITORIAL

In countries without standard treatment guidelines, antibiotics are often over prescribed by health workers
and overused by the public. Where antibiotics can be bought without a prescription, the emergence and spread
of resistance is made worse.
Policy makers can play their role by introducing a robust national action plan to tackle antibiotic resistance;
improving surveillance of antibiotic resistant infections; strengthening policies and implementation of infection
prevention and control measures; regulating appropriate use and disposal of quality medicines, and making
information available on the impact of antibiotic resistance.
In dentistry antibiotics are also misused and overused. There is no need to prescribe antibiotics for every
minor surgery. Preventive measures should be taken. Without urgent action, we may be heading for a postantibiotic era, in which common infections and minor injuries can once again kill. Antibiotics are not always
the answer.
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